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Happy Mother’s day to all of you who are mothers young and old… and to everyone here who have mothers, 
grace be to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Today is a very special day for several reasons: Not only is it Mother’s Day, but it is a day set aside to consider 
the gift of life and the time of grace God has given us, it is also a special opportunity to bring to you the story 
and explain the purpose of Christian Life Ministries, a ministry we share as fellow Christian Lutherans. 
 
The section of God’s word that I would like to use to guide our thoughts and strengthen us is from the book of: 
Exodus 20:5-6 New International Version (NIV) 
5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, 
punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 
6 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
 
Theme: Understanding the commands and promises of God that serve as the basis for a shared ministry: 
 
These are the words of God spoken to the children of God through his chosen leader Moses. They are better 
known to us as a summary of God’s Law, as they set for his holy immutable will. These are the 10 
commandments that are to serve people of all nations and ages as God directs the activities of daily living for all 
people. 
 
God alone gives life and regulates it. May we recall what it says in the book of Genesis:2:7  Then the Lord God 
formed a man[a] from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living being. 
 
Furthermore, when he brought Adam and Eve together he enlisted their help in the work of procreation and 
told them to be fruitful and multiply. Not only were they given the innate ability to love and nurture each 
other, they were also able to have children like themselves created in the image of God. 
  
Other commands were added by God to preserve and protect the life of all the children of men. This protection 
begins from the moment of conception and extends throughout our lives here on earth. We read: Isaiah 44:24 
24 Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, 
   who formed you from the womb: 
“I am the Lord, who made all things, 
   who alone stretched out the heavens, 
   who spread out the earth by myself, 
 
It is this same creator God who gave the command to all of us: “Thou Shalt not kill.” To ignore these 
commands as the will of God and that they are directly from God is to refuse to acknowledge him and his 
sovereignty. God makes it perfectly clear that he will hold accountable all those who know his will and live 
their lives contrary to it. 
 
So it is today when a nation of people such as ours has such arrogance and greed that it is moved to willfully 
abuse and neglect the commands of God by the slaughtering of over 60,000,000 unborn children in less than 50 
years! Knowing this we should be moved to gasp in unbelief, cry out in horror, and shed endless tears of great 
sorrow…everyone of us should fall to our knees in prayers of repentance.  It certainly moves us to share the 
ministry of Christian counseling concerning abortion sponsored and maintained by Christian Life Ministries. 
That is why I am here today… to bring you back to the understanding of God’s will regarding life and 
forgiveness. 
 



Yes, forgiveness! Not only will and does God punish the impenitent, but his merciful and loving heart has 
prepared to freely give to all forgiveness. This he does through the terrible suffering that Jesus endured as died 
on the cross and was forsaken by his heavenly Father! 
 
We must acknowledge, too, our great need for God’s love and how great and merciful our God is who had His 
Son endure all the punishment mankind deserves by dying on the Cross! 
 
2. As if the slaughter of the unborn was not enough, moreover, there is much, much more.  We need to know 
that all children born alive are precious, for each and everyone of us, and especially to God. For little boys and 
girls born alive God holds very dear to his heart. They are to be brought to Jesus through baptism and be taught 
the lessons of the Gospel. We may all say yes, we know and understand that, but not everyone does it. Jesus 
himself reminds us with these words in Matthew 19:14  Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come 
unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. And again he has charged his disciples including all of us: 19 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
In view of these words of Scripture which command and promise that the total wellbeing of all children, we are 
shown what it is that should be our concern and the focus of a love-filled ministry.  The teaching, training, 
supporting, loving and encouraging of children everywhere is to be of the highest of priority! 
 
For further encouragement and direction we Recall Ephesians 6:4 where we are told:  4 Fathers, do not 
provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. We are 
not to frustrate our children to the point of exasperation, but direct them in all their activities according to the 
word of God. They need to learn about accountability to God and they Need to learn about the forgiveness of 
God. They need to learn about Jesus! They need to know about the will of God in their lives. They need to 
know of God’s love and forgiveness. They need to know that they are, each and everyone of them, precious to 
the Lord. 
 
Young mothers need to learn how to apply the love of God to the everyday training of their children. So this is 
included,  it is brought to them in the work and programs of Christian life ministries. Many prayers and much 
support are needed to further this work of Christian love and compassion. 
 
3. There is another matter that is covered in this section of Exodus,and which is becoming more and more a part 
of the Christian Life Ministries’ outreach, it is especially covered in the same chapter,  verse 12 “Honor your 
father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.” 
 
One of the most terrible emerging problems in our society is: Parent Abuse.  In fact it has become known as 
“America’s Secret Crime.” In a book by the same title written by friend and fellow WELS member, Daryl 
Olson, his extensive research revealed that single mother families are on the rise. The 1017 census revealed that 
there were 11,667,000 single parent families of which 81.4% are headed by single mothers! Further research 
reveals more criminals come from mother headed single parent families. It shows further that more and more of 
these mothers are verbally abused, neglected, physically hurt, shown disrespect and exploited than ever before. 
This is very true when it comes to how many families treat grandmothers and aged aunts.  
 
The point of all this is to show the great need for training mothers how to raise their children, and developing 
agencies of education, such as the training and parenting classes that Christian Life Ministries offers and 
provides. This is were you all come into the picture. I implore you to see the great need, the urgency and the 
opportunities that are placed before us every day.  I ask you to please to help with the counseling, training in the 
basic activities of daily living, by providing education for their souls, praying for the children and their mothers, 
and with a conscious understanding of the commands and promises of God through faith in Jesus Christ support 



this ministry we share with you gifts of time and resource! May the Lord forgive us all for our negligence and 
grant us the forgiveness that we so desperately need through Jesus!  Amen. 
 
 


